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WELCOME
As Headteacher it gives me great pleasure to welcome you to our
nursery provision at St. John's Church of England Primary School. 

We are extremely proud of our school and offer a warm,
welcoming and inclusive environment. 

Our nursery teachers are committed to encouraging our pupils to
have high expectations academically, spiritually and socially.

St. John's offers an enriched, well structured, creative nursery
curriculum which engages pupils, inspiring them to foster a love of
learning which will prepare them for the challenges and
opportunities they will meet when they move on to the next phase
of their education. 

We value the home / school partnership and encourage parents to
play an active part in their child's education. 

Ms Barbara Wightwick
Headteacher
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SCHOOL VISION STATEMENT
St John’s is an exciting Christian school where everyone flourishes.
We celebrate difference: learning from each other, we grow into our best selves.
We enjoy the adventure: challenging each other through learning and play.
We rejoice with our church and community: building for a better world.
Confident in ourselves, we thrive together in care and love.

Our school vision is rooted in John 13:34-35, which commands us to
‘Love one another.’ 

Courage: St John’s pupils are brave and courageous in their learning and play. Pupils are encouraged
to be independent critical thinkers and problem-solvers. 

Wisdom: St John’s pupils are enthused about their learning. We embrace mistakes as an integral part
of the learning process and support risk-taking. Pupils are confident to apply their knowledge and
skills and understand their responsibilities as citizens of the future.

Compassion: St John’s pupils are kind and show care and concern for all.  We value everyone as an
individual and embrace and learn from each other’s differences. Pupils develop a love and concern for
their environment, the planet and all its splendour.  

OUR VALUES

OUR MISSION
To maximise the achievement of all our pupils.

To recognise and celebrate success in everyone.

To provide a secure, stimulating and creative learning environment with a range of opportunities
where pupils can flourish and enjoy learning.

To ensure a strong, collaborative partnership with parents, the local community and the Church. 04



To develop self confidence and personal growth

To support children in forming and building good relationships

To provide a broad and balanced curriculum

To develop early learning skills and develop the importance of
following rules and routines

To promote personal, social and emotional understanding

To stretch and challenge children’s interests and knowledge 
 

OUR GOALS IN NURSERY WHY CHOOSE OUR
NURSERY?
We have a qualified class teacher and a teaching
support assistant based in class.

The class has a maximum of 26 places.

All children attend full time. 

St John’s is a ‘good’ school.

Our school vision is embedded in the culture of our
nursery. 

Emphasis on school visits and enrichment
opportunities.

Nursery is an integral part of our school community.

 

 

We have a carefully planned transition schedule that is
designed to help your child feel safe, happy and
settled at St John's. 

We offer a pre-visit in the summer term before they start at
St John’s Nursery, a one-to-one meet the teacher meeting
early in September for your child to introduce themselves
and become familiar with a new environment and a baseline
progress meeting to discuss how they have settled within
the first few weeks. 
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OUR CURRICULUM
Nursery learning is carefully planned and sequenced

alongside the Reception curriculum, allowing pupils to
develop a strong foundation of knowledge and skills.

Outdoor learning has
equal value to
indoor learning. 

Recognises the importance of play based learning. 

Provides learning opportunities through a child-led curriculum. 

Follows the EYFS framework. 

Supports children to become inquisitive, social and independent
thinkers and learners. 

Uses knowledge of specialist schemes used throughout the
school to provide foundations for learning.

Firmly rooted in the school values of courage, compassion and
wisdom.
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LEARNING
BEHAVIOURS

Our Nursery is an integral part of our school and
learning behaviours are taught from the offset in
line with our wider school community. 

We focus on preparing children for their life at
school, developing their understanding and ability
to follow rules and routines, consistently
promoting personal, social and emotional
understanding, independence skills and
encouraging early learning skills. 

ASSESSMENT
& REPORTING

QUALIFIED TEACHERS & 
SUBJECT SPECIALISTS

We greatly value the partnership between
home and school and endeavour to keep
parents and carers informed about their
child's progress. 

We ensure communication is available
through informal discussions at the
beginning and end of the day, home
communication books and appointments
with the class teacher. 

We have three parent consultations per year
and an end of year report about your child's
progress in Nursery. 

We assess children through Tapestry. This is
an online platform providing ‘in-the-moment’
updates of your child's progress and a
snapshot of their learning through photos,
videos and written observations. 

We recognise learning also happens in the
home and therefore families are welcome to
use this platform to ensure there is a strong
link and continuing communication between
school and home. 

We offer gallery lessons from Autumn term,
enabling families to see how we teach
subjects and how to support learning at
home.

Our nursery has a qualified class teacher
and a teaching support assistant. 

The Nursery class also has weekly
lessons with our specialist teachers for
Physical Education and Music; enabling
our learners to have high quality learning
opportunities through a range of
resources and schemes. 07



LUNCH TIMES
Children are provided with a nutritious hot lunch every day in the community room. This is a
quiet and calm space for the children to make healthy choices. 

We consider lunch time as a pivotal part of the children's learning experience and during this time
staff help the children develop fundamental table skills such as manners and using a knife and
fork. Children are also given the opportunity to have fruit, milk and water throughout the school
day. 

A TYPICAL
SCHOOL DAY

Arrive at Nursery at 8:45am
The day starts at 9:00am
Carpet session
Free flow – choosing time
(indoor/outdoor)
Carpet session 
Lunch break (eat/ play time) 

        11:30am – 1:00pm
Carpet session 
Free flow - choosing time
(indoor/outdoor)
Assembly (three times a week) 
The day ends at 3:20pm

The school day consists of three 
 teacher led carpet sessions,
focused on an area of learning such
as maths, literacy, phonics or
science. 

This is then followed by blocks of
free flow time where the children
access a wide range of stimulating
learning opportunities through
exploration and play. 

LEARNING THROUGH PLAY
At this stage in their development, we believe children learn best through play. We want children to
become inquisitive, social and independent learners and thinkers.

Activities are carefully planned and organised to provide a range of learning opportunities that
stretch and challenge.  

Children can choose to play indoors or outdoors throughout the school day and always have access
to water, sand, our mud kitchen, arts and craft, small world and mark making opportunities. 
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We understand the importance of first hand experiences for children's learning and development. 
 Nursery pupils attend at least one trip a half term and have a vast opportunity to take part in
workshops/ visits at school, to support learning and exploration.  Examples of these include: 

We are linked to St. John's Church and
we invite our priest into school to deliver
collective worship assemblies and circle
time sessions with our younger pupils.
Students learn songs and stories from
the Bible through drama and pictures.
The learning of the Christian faith is
supplemented by pupils’ exploration of
themselves, learning about all faiths and
celebrating religious festivals from other
faiths throughout the year. Pupils are
encouraged to talk about their own
beliefs and the religious practices of
their own family and to listen to others. 
 Respecting similarities and differences
in faith are strong themes throughout our
Early Years. 09

LINKS WITH
THE CHURCHLEARNING ENRICHMENT

Bishops Park
Fulham Palace
Fulham Library
Fulham Fire Station 
Art Galleries

TRIPS: 

Drama companies
Animal petting 
Art workshops
Meeting people of interest/ different faiths/ different
occupations
Working with children in other years 
Making smoothies, cookies, pancakes

WORKSHOPS & VISITS: 
Pancake Day 
Easter Bonnet Parade
Christmas Grotto activities
Church visits 
Sports Day 
Firework displays

CELEBRATIONS & TRADITIONS:

Nursery perform a showcase of learning
in the Summer term and a Nativity play at
Christmas to parents. 



Stay and play sessions from the Spring term

Invite parent volunteer helpers on trips

Run parent information workshops 

Invite parents to take part in enrichment

opportunities 

Welcome parent volunteer readers in other

classes

 We recognise the importance of a relationship
between families and the school and the
benefit this has to the child. 

We offer:

GETTING
INVOLVED

Informal discussions at
beginning and end of the
day.

Weekly Newsletter

Appointments with the class
teacher.

End of year report.

Three 1:1 Progress Meetings
with Class Teacher

Use of Tapestry – ‘in the
moment’ updates of your
child’s progress/ attainment.

HOME -
SCHOOL
CONNECTION

 Our online Tapestry platform enables parents to
have an 'in the moment' snap shot of their
child's progress once a half term. Families are
invited to share developmental achievements
that occur at home with the school through this
platform. 

Families have the opportunity to be involved in
the school’s wider community too; through
being a parent representative for their class if
they wish and/or joining the PTFA (Parent,
Teacher & Friends Association). 

We hold social events throughout the year for
our school community, such as quiz nights,
summer fair and Christmas grotto events. 
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The teaching space is a smaller
separate classroom with an
interactive whiteboard and
learning resources. This is an
area where children develop their
learning behaviours through
group sessions; listening,
responding and speaking with
and in front of others. 

Our environment is a
spacious area with various
opportunities to learn
through play. We encourage
children to become
inquisitive, social and
independent thinkers and
learners.

The independent learning
space is used throughout
the children's free-flow
provision. The class
teacher provides an
enabling environment
with a range of activities
and resources for children
to choose from. 

We strongly believe that
at this point in children's
development, children
learn best through play.

We facilitate an
environment whereby
children learn to access
areas independently;
encouraging risk taking,
creative and critical
thinking, active learning
and positive interactions
with others. 

TEACHING SPACE

INDEPENDENT
LEARNING SPACE

INDOOR ENVIROMENT

Inquisitive, social and independent
thinkers and learners. 11



SCHOOL
FACILITIES

Our nursery has its own outdoor
space. Children are encouraged to
independently explore and experience
a wide variety of physical, social and
creative activities.

DEDICATED
OUTDOOR 
SPACE Our nursery pupils have the added

benefit of the full use of the whole
school facilities.  These include:

Library
Music room
Gym

Main school playground
Assembly halls
Science Garden

12



LINKS WITH THE RECEPTION
AND THE WHOLE SCHOOL

The Nursery is

an integral part

of our school

community. 

We value the link

between Nursery

and Reception. 

WRAPAROUND CARE
St John's School operates a full service wraparound provision called Golden
Eagle Care.  This service is operated by staff at St John's School and provides
quality childcare during term time and holidays for Nursery - Year 6 pupils
registered at the school. 

Golden Eagle Care is fully integrated into the school’s ethos and practices and
provides children with a positive care and play experience within a safe and fun
environment. Pupils have access to extended group activities and opportunities
for play that are both fun and challenging. 

SUNRISE CLUB:  8.00am - 8.45am. 
SUNSET CLUB:  3.20pm - 6.00pm. 
GOLDEN EAGLE HOLIDAY CAMP:  8.00am - 6.00pm (During school holidays)

We believe enabling the Nursery to be a
fundamental part of our school allows a
smooth transition from Nursery to Reception.
As well as links to Reception, the Nursery
class benefits from links with the wider
school community. 

Nursery are involved in sports day,
weekly celebration assemblies,
school traditions such as the
Easter Bonnet Parade and Pancake
Day celebrations, lessons with our
school subject specialists in PE
and Music, parent workshops and
many more opportunities.  

A weekly newsletter is sent out
from our Early Years setting. 
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Children share a playground with Reception,
allowing children to interact throughout free
flow, learning and playing together. Nursery
participates in phase assemblies, collective
worship, themed days and trips. 



HOW TO APPLY
TO OUR NURSERY
Our nursery provision follows the same
admissions criteria as the rest of the
school. Click our Admissions Policy for
more information.

If you wish to make an application for your
child/children to the Nursery at St John’s
Walham Green Primary School , please
contact the school office on:
TEL: 0207 731 5454 or 
EMAIL: admin@stjohnsce.lbhf.sch.uk 

OUR NURSERY OFFERS 26 FULL TIME PLACES. 

Parents/Carers will need to provide funding for the additional 15 hours by either
providing proof of their 30 hour entitlement, or paying for the additional 15 hours
which are over and above the centrally-funded 15 hours.  

For more details regarding payments and eligibility, please click our 
Nursery Admissions and Charging Policy.
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