
 
 
 

 

History Progression Map 
 

Chronological understanding 

Year 1 Year 2 Year3 Year4 Year5 Year6 
H1. I can understand what history is. 
H2.  I can use words and phrases that relate to 
the passing of time: new, old, a long time ago, 
then, now, week, year, month.  
H3. I can sequence known events (in living 
memory). 
H4.  I can place some periods in history in 
chronological order. 
H5.   I can understand the difference between 
recent history and ancient history, 

H1. I can explain the past using appropriate 
words like: past, present, future, ancient, 
recent, before, after, nowadays.  
H2. I can place events in a chronological order 
and explain how I did it.  
H3. I can place artefacts in chronological order 
and explain reasons for it.  
H4. I can estimate or have knowledge of how 
long ago a historical event happened. 

H1. I can describe events from the past using 
dates (beginning to use BC, AD, decade, and 
century).  
H2. I can order events chronologically using a 
timeline within a specific time in history. 
H3. I can use mathematical knowledge to find 
out how long ago a period/event occurred. 

H1. I can place historical periods in a 
chronological order on a timeline.  
H2. I can place events from the period I study 
on a timeline.  
H3. I can use historical terms related to the 
period I study.  
H4. I can understand terms like BC and AD and 
use maths skills to find time differences using 
words like century or a decade. 

H1. I can draw a timeline outlining different 
periods in history.  
H2. I can draw a timeline showing when certain 
events took place and when significant people 
lived.  
H3. I can create a timeline outlining the 
development of specific features (such as 
medicine, weaponry, transport) 
H4. I can use my maths skills to work out exact 
time scales and time differences in history. 

H1. I can place a period of history on a timeline. 
H2. I can date and place specific events on a 
timeline by decade. 
H3. I can place features of historical events and 
events in significant people’s lives in a 
chronological framework. 

Historical Knowledge and Interpretation 

Year 1 Year 2 Year3 Year4 Year5 Year6 
H6. I can give a personal account of an event. 
H7. I can recall significant people from the past 
(beyond living memory) and explain why they 
are significant.   
H8.  I can recount significant events from the 
past (before I was born) and explain why they 
are significant. 
H9.  I can understand how people and events 
from the past influences life today. 
H10.  I can spot different and similar things 
between (compare) different periods. 
H11.   I can give reasons for changes that occur 
over time. 
H12.  I can identify similarities and differences 
between artefacts. 
H13. I can understand that there may be 
different accounts of a historical event. 
H14.  I can share my historical knowledge 
through talking, drawing and writing. 

H5. I can recount events in the life of a 
significant historical figure.  
H6. I can recount and give reasons for some 
significant events in history.   
H7. I can recall some significant people and 
events from our local history.  
H8. I can explain why certain people in the past 
did certain things.  
H9. I can explain why one event caused another 
to happen. 
H10. I can compare our life now with life from a 
different period. 
H11. I can understand what parliament and 
democracy is and why they are important.  
H12. I can understand that there may be 
different accounts for the same event and 
explain the reasons for this.  
H13. I can record and present my historical 
learning through drawing, writing and drama. 

H4. I can describe some of the key people and 
their motives in the period I study. 
H5. I can describe some of the key events in the 
period I study.  
H6. I can explain the reasons for some events in 
history.  
H7. I can explain how and why one event 
caused another to happen. 
H8. I can compare life in a period I study to life 
in Britain now. .  
H9. I can explain why people might have 
different interpretations of history. 
H10. I can recognise the differences in the lives 
of wealthy and poor people in the period I 
study.  
H11. I am starting to notice links between areas 
of history. 

H5. I can understand how artefacts can help us 
build a picture of people’s lives. 
H6. I can understand that sources can 
contradict each other 
H7. I can compare the lives of people from the 
past with our lives today. 
H8. I can describe life of settlers and the 
influence of invaders in Britain.  
H9. I can describe some of the key events of the 
period I study and explain their reasons. 
H10. I can explain why one event caused 
another to happen 
H11. I can describe similarities and differences 
between different time periods. 
H12. I am beginning to notice patterns and links 
between areas of history.  
H13. I can explain how interpretation of history 
is changed by people who write, paint and 
create stories. 

H5. I can choose and describe the most 
significant events of the different time periods I 
study.  
H6. I can compare historical periods explaining 
similarities and differences (across different 
areas or in our local area).   
H7.  I can explain what an Empire is and how/ 
why they expand.  
H8. I can explain the development of 
democracy In Ancient Greece and how it 
applies to Britain.  
H9. I can explain how significant events in 
history have helped shape Britain.  
H10. I can understand and explain how crime 
and punishment changed over time. 
H11. I can explain how events in history have 
influenced medicine and health care.  
H12. I can explain the causes and effects of 
some events in Britain discussing their order of 
importance.   
H13.  I can find relevant links between areas of 
history. 

H4. I can summarise the main/key events from 
a specific period in history (in order).   
H5. I can recall and explain the importance of 
significant people from a period of time. 
H6. I can describe the features of historical 
events, people and periods I studied. 
H7. I can explain what Britain might have learnt 
from other countries and civilizations.  
H8. I can explain Britain’s influence on the 
world’s history. 
H9. I can explain the cause and effects of 
certain events history.  
H10. I can recognise and describe differences 
and similarities between time periods studied.   
H11. I can recognise changes and continuity 
between different periods of history. 

Historical enquiry 

Year 1 Year 2 Year3 Year4 Year5 Year6 
H15. I can understand how we find out about 
the past  
H16. I can ask relevant questions about the 
past.  
H17. I can use simple sources to answer 
questions about the past.  
H18.  I can sort objects from the past into ‘now’ 
and ‘then’ 
H19.  I can find out about a person or event 
from the past. 

H14. I can recall different ways we can find out 
about the past. 
H15. I can research events from the past (local 
history) using a range of sources. 
H16. I can research the life of someone from 
the past using a range of sources. 
H17. I can describe information as being a 
primary or secondary source. 
H18. I can connect celebrations with historical 
events. 

H12. I am beginning to understand the role of 
archaeologists in helping us understand the 
past. 
H13. I can use a range of sources as well as 
artefacts to help me understand a period of 
history.   
H14. I can ask appropriate questions about 
history. 
H15. I can answer historical questions using 
different sources.  
H16. I am beginning to use research skills to 
present my findings about a historical time.  
H17. I can present my historical understanding 
written and verbally. 
 
 

H14. I can explain the role of archaeology in 
understanding the past.  
H15. I can ask relevant questions about history 
and begin to find the answers for myself. 
H16. I can answer questions using a variety of 
sources. 
H17. I can use various resources to research a 
specific event from a period of history.  
H18. I can explain if a source is reliable and use 
them to help me understand a period of 
history.   
H19. I can present my historical learning using 
appropriate style and terminology.   

H14. I can identify and explain the reasons for 
different interpretations of people’s recount of 
events. 
H15. I can decide and explain whether a source 
is useful and reliable. 
H16. I can choose and combine reliable sources 
of information to find out about the past. 
H17. I can create a project relating to an area of 
local history (Fulham Old and New). 
H18. I can reach a conclusion based on a range 
of sources and research.  
 

H12. I can evaluate a range of sources and 
decide whether a source is valuable to an 
investigation.   
H13. I can identify primary and secondary 
sources and question whether the source might 
be attempting to give a specific viewpoint.  
H14. I can explain how it is possible to have 
different interpretations about different 
individuals or events. 
H15. I can suggest why certain events, people 
and changes in history might be seen as more 
important than others.  
H16. I can identify and explain what 
propaganda is giving examples of when and 
why it was used.  
H17. I can create a project relating to an area of 
history choosing relevant facts and using a 
variety of sources. 

 


