
Personal, social and emotional development: This term, we will be concentrating 

on ‘settling in’.  We will be focusing on helping the children to feel safe, settled 

and confident within a new setting. We will be encouraging them to get to know 

the other children and adults in Nursery and around the school. We will be using a 

visual timetable to help the children learn the structure of the day. We will also be 

learning the rules and routines at St John’s, including; how to sit on the carpet, how 

to move around the school safely, and how to tidy up after ourselves.  

Physical Development: In our PE lessons, we will be learning some simple games 

that will help us practise negotiating space by adjusting speed and direction. In 

addition to our weekly PE lesson, Nursery will have the opportunity to play outdoors 

where we will focus on building up our gross motor skills. This will involve lots of 

climbing, balancing, carrying, throwing and catching.   

We will also be working on our fine motor skills to help build up our strength for 

independent tasks such as doing up our coat and mark making. Children will have 

access to a wide range of fine motor activities and resources, e.g. playdough, 

threading, tweezers and scissors, and will be encouraged to practise a range of 

skills and actions. We will be learning how to write our own names and draw 

pictures.  

Communication and Language: We will be focusing on learning each other’s 

names and the names of the different areas of the classroom. We will be playing 

lots of listening games to help us develop careful listening, and children will have 

the chance to respond, developing their confidence in speaking to each other. 

Children will be encouraged to speak in front of their peers during carpet sessions; 

sharing opinions, ideas and experiences. Children listen and respond to picture 

books every day to encourage vocabulary and speaking skills. 

Literacy: We will be listening to lots of stories and having the chance to talk about 

what we see and hear. We will be learning how and why we should handle books 

carefully, and have plenty of opportunity to look at books independently. We will 

learn to respond to stories in a variety of different ways. Children will be 

encouraged to talk about the marks they make and attribute meaning to them.  

In Phonics, we will look at the seven aspects found within Letters and Sounds. This 

includes; environmental sounds, instrumental sounds, body percussion, rhyme and 

rhythm, alliteration, voice sounds and oral blending and segmenting.   

 

 

 

Library: Children will have the opportunity to visit the school library every week. We 

will learn about some of the different types of books and how we should care for 

them. In the second half of the term we will also be holding a library session in class 

on Monday mornings, where children will be given a different picture book to be 

taken home each week. Please do take the time for read to and with your child, 

giving them plenty of opportunity to talk about the story. This book should be 

brought back to school on the following Monday.  

Maths: We will practise ordering and recognising daily routines and days of the 

week. We will focus on positional language, numbers to five (number recognition, 

ordering numbers, counting and representing through objects), 2D shapes and 

ABAB patterns.   

Understanding of the World: Children have access to sand, water and other 

medias throughout the day to explore their senses. The children will have 

opportunities to talk about their home environments through several activities and 

will be able to bring in photographs to tell the class more about their home 

environment and family life.  

Religious Education: This term, we will be learning how to pray and reciting our 

school prayers for lunchtime and home time. We will be learning about the festival 

of Harvest and the Nativity story, and how they are celebrated. We will recognise, 

explore and discuss religions practised within our classroom.  Children will attend 

collective worship twice weekly.  

Expressive Arts and Design: We will be exploring the art skills, drawing and colour, 

whilst learning to use and look after our art tools. We will be doing lots of 

imaginative play in our home corner and learning how to build a narrative into our 

play. The children will have a weekly music session in class. Nursery will be singing, 

using percussion instruments and playing music games using the Music Express 

scheme, gradually building up their awareness of beat, rhythm and pitch.  This 

term we will focus on learning some key English nursery rhymes and songs about 

animals. 

You are always welcome to come and see us with any questions or if you would 

like further advice or ideas for how you could help your child at home. Thank you in 

advance for your support. 

Class teachers: Mrs Banner and Mrs Gutierrez  

Head of School: Ms Wightwick  
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