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St. John's Walham Green Church of England Primary School is an exciting Christian school where 
everyone flourishes. We celebrate difference: learning from each other, we grow into our best selves.  
We enjoy the adventure, challenging each other through learning and play. We rejoice with our 
church and community, building for a better world. Confident in ourselves, we thrive together in care 
and love. 

 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES STATEMENT  
St John’s School is committed to the principle of equal opportunity for all pupils irrespective of race, 
religion, gender, language, disability or family background. We believe that equal opportunity is at 
the heart of good educational practice and challenge any form of discrimination. All staff and 
governors are responsible for ensuring that we implement this policy. 

 

Introduction 

This document will explain the way Reading is taught in St John’s Walham Green CofE Primary 
School.  It will explain the Reading curriculum intent, implementation and impact as well as 
provide a rationale for the curriculum and its progression across year groups.    
 
Courage: Pupils develop resilience as they work to master their early reading skills, 
preparing them to be intellectual risk-takers as they grow into independent readers. 
Wisdom: Pupils are empowered with the practical reading skills needed to be independent 
in their pursuit of knowledge and develop the interpretive and analytical skills to be 
critically-minded about what they consume.   
Compassion: Pupils develop their sense of empathy for author and character as they learn 
to understand perspectives or experiences that may be different from their own.  

Intent: 
 At St John’s Walham Green, we aim to create a community of independent readers with the 
skills to become critical thinkers, and learners both inside and outside the classroom. We 
aim to inspire children with a lifelong love of books and reading, because we understand the 
central importance of literacy to children’s holistic wellbeing and academic success. Our 
curriculum aims to deliver an equal balance between teaching reading skills and reading 
strategies in line with the National Curriculum, with the ultimate goal of children gaining 
increasingly complex comprehension of a text. In developing reading for comprehension, 
our curriculum exposes children to a range of form and genre through high quality texts that 
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broaden children’s reading experiences, helps them to develop opinions and tastes, and be 
reflective about their own reading habits. In this way, we aim to create a culture of reading 
that inspires, motivates and equips children as they move on to the next stage of their 
education and beyond. We understand that there is a direct link between reading for 
pleasure and attainment and therefore we aim to provide a breadth of inclusive enrichment 
opportunities to appeal to a diverse range of readers, interests and backgrounds.  
 

Implementation: 

At St John’s Walham Green, we implement our reading curriculum through several different 
systems that support pupils at their stage of the reading journey and ensure rapid progress 
towards fluency and comprehension. At the beginning of this journey, we present phonics 
as the primary approach to decoding print, using the Essential Letters and Sounds. phonics 
scheme. This scheme is designed for the teaching of high-quality, discrete, daily sessions, 
progressing from simple to more complex phonic knowledge and skills, and covering the 
major grapheme/phoneme correspondences. From Reception onwards, we provide children 
with decodable books - containing sounds precisely matched to the scheme’s progression of 
taught sounds - that can be read at home. Reading attainment is closely tracked to ensure 
that children receive appropriately-levelled books that are accessible but sufficiently 
challenging.  
Around Year 2, once children have sufficient proficiency to decode independently, phonics 
lessons are replaced by a sequence of reading lessons that focus on developing fluency and 
wider comprehension skills. This evidence-based sequence of six lessons focuses on a single 
text and supports children to develop their fluency, and in turn improve their domain-
specific reading skills. From Nursery to Y6, a whole-school literacy scheme, Power of 
Reading, produced by CLPE (Centre for Literacy in Primary Education) support children to 
apply their reading skills and access a wide range of reading experiences. We use high-
quality, diverse texts across a range of genres to raise engagement and attainment in 
reading through a variety of stimulating teaching approaches that appeal to different 
learning styles. At St John’s, we understand that learning happens both inside and outside 
the classroom and recognise the significant impact that support at home can have on a 
child’s attainment in reading. We work in partnership with parents and carers, providing 
them with induction materials and information, including workshops on early reading and 
phonics, to ensure caregivers are suitably prepared to support a child’s reading at home and 
ensure every child is reaching their full potential. 
 
Impact: 

At St John’s Walham Green, we evaluate the impact of the curriculum on pupils’ learning 
through the assessment of their reading fluency, skills, and strategies. We believe in reading 
for pleasure and reading to learn, so we expect to see the impact of our reading curriculum 
across all areas of learning, both in and outside the classroom.  Formative assessment takes 
place through one to one reading sessions, as well as children’s engagement and 
contributions in lessons and their wider school life. Summative assessment takes place at 
regular intervals using standardised tests. The impact is evidenced through children’s home 
reading book progression, their work books across a range of subjects, creative tasks, and 
contributions in lessons. The Reading subject leader and the members of the SLT monitor 
the impact of the teaching of the curriculum.  This is evaluated through lesson observations, 
book scrutinies (including reading records), planning evaluations, use of pupil voice, 
governor visits and careful and continuous analysis of the assessment data.  Our assessment 
systems allow the impact to be evaluated according to various criteria so we can ensure the 
curriculum has a positive impact on all the children.    
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Rationale 

At St John’s Walham Green, we design our curriculum, choosing Reading content with the aim 
of covering the National curriculum requirements while we ensure our curriculum intent with 
an age appropriate skills progression.   Our curriculum provides a wide coverage of genre and 
text type to ensure children are equipped with the skills they need to encounter any text.  As 
skills and strategies have equal emphasis in our curriculum, these texts allow the teachers to 
create opportunities to teach with a focus on both.  Some texts are chosen for their cross-
curricular scope to contribute to the knowledge and cultural capital of all children and allow 
teachers to implement provisions for children who may be at certain disadvantaged 
situations. Texts are also chosen to offer diversity and ethnic representation of both 
character, author and illustrator.  

 
EYFS:  In EYFS, in addition to the Word Reading Early Learning Goal (ELG) which focuses on 
the technical aspects of phonics, children also work towards the Comprehension ELG, which 
states, Children demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling 
stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; They 
anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories and use and understand recently 
introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and 
during role-play. This begins in Nursery with teaching children to understand conceptually 
that print carries meaning. This is reinforced throughout the environment with print for 
meaning, e.g. signs and labels, creating meaning, purpose, curiosity, and motivation to read. 
Shared texts through Power of Reading lessons and daily story time allow children to engage 
with print in books, developing their understanding of letters, words, sentences, and 
punctuation. High-quality texts promote rich book-talk that supports vocabulary growth and 
lessons are designed to develop early comprehension skills, complimenting the 
Communication and Language aspect of the Early Years Framework. Texts are chosen based 
on the children’s interests to ensure high engagement, with some key texts chosen for their 
embedded opportunities to raise children’s cultural capital. Environmental sounds are 
taught in Nursery to develop children’s listening and sound discrimination in readiness for 
daily phonics lessons in Reception, where children begin to learn systematically the 
grapheme-phoneme correspondences to apply to orally blend letters into words. In 
Reception, Pictures for Inference lessons provide a scaffold on which to build key 
comprehension and reasoning skills in readiness for independent reading, 

Key stage 1:  Pictures for Inference and daily phonics continue through Year One, 
progressing systematically through more complex grapheme-phoneme correspondences. 
Children are immersed in a book-rich curriculum through the Power of Reading scheme, 
using carefully chosen texts that are age-appropriate in terms of challenge and content. 
Texts are chosen to ensure a range of genre, including non-fiction and poetry, and for their 
cross-curricular links. The key skills and strategies taught through these texts follow a clear 
progression according to our skills map and aim to ensure children finish primary school 
with a secure grasp of inference, prediction, explanation, retrieval, and sequencing skills.  In 
Year 2, weekly guided reading sessions with a fluency focus support children to develop 
their automaticity and prosody. 

Key stage 2: Weekly whole-class guided reading sessions continue throughout key stage 2. 
These sessions are extract based to prepare children to approach a text ‘cold’. Texts rotate 
on a cycle of genres and with a clear progression in challenge. Children continue to be 
immersed in a book-rich curriculum through the Power of Reading scheme, using carefully 
chosen texts that are age-appropriate in terms of challenge and content. Texts are chosen 
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to ensure a range of genre, including non-fiction and poetry, and for their cross-curricular 
links. Implementing a cross-curricular approach provides wider reading for learning 
opportunities that encourage children to become autonomous in their reading pursuits and 
habits. The key skills and strategies taught through these texts follow a clear progression 
according to our skills map and aim to ensure children finish primary school with a secure 
grasp of inference, prediction, explanation, retrieval, and summarising skills.   

 

 


