
Personal, social and emotional development: This term, we will begin by 

concentrating on ‘settling in’. We will focus on helping the children to feel safe, 

settled and confident within a new setting. We will be learning the rules and 

routines at St. John’s and get to know the other children and adults around the 

school. In our PSHE lessons, we will begin our whole-school PSHE scheme, Jigsaw. 

We will be exploring the topic ‘Being Me in My World’. We will discuss who we are, 

explore our emotions, and learn about our rights and responsibilities.  

Physical Development: Within our continuous provision, we have a vast 

opportunity for children to develop their gross motor skills. Children have a range 

of resources within our outdoor environment to balance, jump, run, climb, dance 

and negotiate obstacles. Within our PE lessons we will be completing active 

games. We will be learning to follow instructions, control our bodies, negotiate 

space, change direction and speed when moving, and use these skills within a 

range of games alongside our peers.  

We will develop our fine motor control through daily writing, focusing on correct 

pencil grip and letter formation. We will have access to a range of tools to 

develop our fine motor strength, including tweezers, playdough, scissors and 

cutlery.  

Communication and Language: Children will have ample opportunities to 

develop their speaking, listening and attention skills in a range of social and formal 

contexts, including play, small group and whole-class discussion, show-and-tell 

and assemblies. We will encourage children to use full sentences when speaking 

and respond appropriately to questioning. Children will be exposed to a range of 

new vocabulary and will be encouraged to use these throughout their learning.   

Literacy: We will explore a variety of high-quality texts and stories, including non-

fiction, through our whole-school literacy scheme, Power of Reading. We will be 

developing our ability to respond to stories through role play, drama, drawing and 

writing. We will begin our weekly ‘Pictures for Inference’ lessons, where children will 

develop their ability to infer information from a pictorial stimulus, listen and share 

ideas between peers, and use descriptive language throughout. 

Children will visit the school library weekly where they will be able to choose a 

book to take home and enjoy for pleasure. Children are encouraged to discuss 

these stories with a caretaker and answer a range of open and closed 

comprehension questions about the events of the story.  

 

 

Phonics: We will be beginning our phonics scheme, Essential Letters and Sounds. 

We will become familiar with the structure of the lessons and the terminology used 

within the scheme. This term children will learn 23 new graphemes and 12 new 

Harder to Read and Spell words. They will have daily practice of orally blending 

single syllable words, and daily practice of reading words and sentences made up 

of the sounds they have learnt to date. Children will have ample opportunity to 

apply their phonics for writing in a range of contexts, including phonics lessons, 

play scenarios, and their responses to the books we explore as a class. Children will 

continue to receive two books a week to be read at home. One decodable book 

to support their phonics and one sharing text to develop vocabulary and their love 

of books.   

Maths: We will begin our whole-school Maths scheme, Maths Mastery, and start by 

looking at early mathematical concepts. We will be learning to understand 

numbers to ten. We will also explore concepts that support our understanding of 

addition and subtraction to numbers within six. In addition, we will be exploring 

time and the calendar, considering different ways to measure time; seasons, 

months and days of the week. We will be exploring shapes and pattern.  

Understanding of the World: This term we will be focusing on people, culture and 

communities. We will be looking at the topic ‘All About Me’ and exploring our 

immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-

fiction texts and maps. We will discuss similarities and differences between different 

countries and life in different countries. We will also be looking at key events and 

festivals, including Harvest, Bonfire Night, Remembrance Day and Christmas.   

Religious Education: This term we will be exploring the Christian creation story and 

why our Earth is precious. During our second half-term, why Christmas is important 

to Christians and the story of Jesus’ birth.   

Expressive Arts and Design: We will be exploring the art skills of colour and drawing 

and how to use these in our art work. We will be using our Tripod grip and drawing 

what we can observe in the natural world. The children will have a weekly music 

session with our music teacher, they will be singing, using percussion 

instruments and playing music games gradually building up their awareness of 

beat, rhythm and pitch. 

Class Teachers: Miss Mortimer and Miss England    

Head teacher: Ms Wightwick 
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