
                   St John’s Walham Green C of E Primary School 

Year Group: 4B & 4W         Term: Autumn          Class Teacher: Miss Boxall and Mr Welch    

Our first half term Geography unit is Africa, focusing on Sierra Leone and the Nigerian city of Lagos.  
                                                                                 After half   term, the History unit is The Benin Kingdom. 

 Reading: It is expected that children read for 20 minutes on a daily basis. They may 
choose to do this independently; however, we ask that parents/carers hear their 
children read aloud at least once per week. Their reading should be recorded in their 
reading record book. You should ask your child questions about the book they are 
reading to think about the story further and encourage them to use expression and 
recognise punctuation. Your child’s reading book will be changed on a Monday and a 
Thursday; they will be given 2 reading books on each of these days. If your child is a 
free reader they may choose a book from home, a book from the class reading corner 
or from the library when we visit. At school, your child will be reading to their teacher 
or teaching assistant regularly so their reading folders must be sent to school every 
day. 
Homework: This year the children will be using homework books. A maximum of 12 
spellings will be given each week alongside a spelling task. The In addition to this, 
children will be set a maths task on either Mathletics or on Timestables Rockstars. 
Tasks will be relevant to learning in class or revision of number and multiplication facts. 
Handwriting: Handwriting practice will take place during the school day twice per 
week. Children will be given additional support with handwriting where needed. Please 
give your child the opportunity to practice their handwriting at home, ensuring that 
their handwriting in homework tasks is clear, neat and joined.  
English: Our class book during Autumn 1 is African Tales: A Barefoot Collection by Gina 
Mholphe. This is a non-fiction text which links nicely to our Geography Unit on Africa. 
In Autumn 2, we will be reading Werewolf Club Rules! By Joseph Coelho. Please make 
sure children do not read these books independently at home. This is a poetry book 
where we will be exploring the features of poems as well as different types of poem. 
Library: The children will visit the library once per week and will be able to loan two 
books at a time. Both classes will visit the library on Friday. 
Maths: We will begin the year by revisiting and building on the children’s knowledge of 
place value, focusing on the children’s vocabulary and depth of understanding of 
numbers. Leading on from this, we will be working on addition and subtraction using 
various methods and strategies. We will also be working on multiplication and division 
and data handling. Please encourage your child to regularly practise their multiplication 
facts using paper and pen and mental strategies too.  
Mental Maths: Every Friday the children will be tested on their multiplication facts 
focusing to begin with on consolidating the multiplication facts they are currently 
working on before moving on to being tested randomly on all tables 2-12. This will be 
in preparation for a multiplication test that will be carried out in the Summer Term. 
 
 

 

Science: In Science we will first be looking at Sound. We will be investigating how 
sounds are made and how sounds travel. We will then move onto the States of Matter 
that will involve many experiments around solids and liquids! 
Computing: In Computing the children will learn about how to safely search 
information online and use the information that they have gathered to create a 
presentation. 
History & Geography: In Autumn 1, we will be learning about Africa, focusing 
particularly on the Geography aspect. We’ll study the continent of Africa, identifying 
different countries and looking at physical and human features. We will predominantly 
study Sierra Leone and the Nigerian city of Lagos where we will compare life in a city 
and village, giving thought to why people might wish to live in these places. We’ll also 
explore the similarities and differences between life in both places. In Autumn 2, we 
will be learning out about The Benin Kingdom. We will discuss where the Benin 
Kingdom was, the main events that occurred during that era and talk about the leaders 
of the Kingdom. 
Art & D.T.: In Autumn 1 we will be painting in the style of an African artist called 
Gakonga and focusing on the skills of colour and texture. In Autumn 2, our learning in 
D.T. will focus on cooking and nutrition and we will explore food from The Benin 
Kingdom. Our outcomes will be closely linked with our Geography and History units.  
RE: We will learn about how the belief in God affected the actions of people from the 
Old Testament. Closer to Christmas we will talk about beatitudes and how Jesus brings 
the message of peace at Christmas.  
PE: PE days are on Mondays and Thursdays. Your child will be expected to wear their PE 
kit to school on these days. Over the Autumn term the four units of learning will be tag 
rugby, sports hall, athletics, outdoor adventure activities (communication and tactics) 
and dance. 
MFL: French lessons will continue to take place on a Friday. 
Music: Our new music teacher is Mr Wolstenholme. In music lessons the children will 
learn the names and length of musical notes and gain understanding of rhythm. They 
will also participate in singing exercises, as well as learning the recorder. 
 
Class teachers:    Miss Boxall and Mr Welch 
Support staff:      Miss Douglas and Mr Mensah 
Head of School:  Ms Wightwick 
 

 

 


