
St John’s Walham Green C of E Primary School 

 

Year 4 Information for Parents 

Year Group: 4C & 4H          Term: Spring          Class Teacher: Mrs Callus and Ms Hassoun          Date: January 2021 

Our first half term History unit will be The Benin Kingdom. After half term, our Geography unit is Rainforests. 

 
Reading: It is expected that children read for 20 minutes on a daily basis. They may 
choose to do this independently; however, we ask that parents/carers hear their 
children read aloud at least once per week. Their reading should be recorded in their 
reading record book. You should ask your child questions about the book they are 
reading to think about the story further and encourage them to use expression and 
recognise punctuation. Your child’s reading book will be changed on a Monday and a 
Thursday; they will be given 2 reading books on each of these days. If your child is a 
free reader he/she may choose a book from home, a book from the class reading 
corner or from the library when we visit. At school, your child will be reading to their 
teacher or teaching assistant regularly so their reading folders must be sent to school 
every day. 
Homework: This year the children will be using homework books. A maximum of 12 
spellings will be given each week alongside a spelling task. In addition to this, children 
will be set a maths task on either Mathletics or on Timestables Rockstars. Tasks will be 
relevant to learning in class or revision of number and multiplication facts. 
Handwriting: Handwriting practice will take place during the school day twice per week. 
Children will be given additional support with handwriting where needed. Please give 
your child the opportunity to practice handwriting at home, ensuring that the 
handwriting in homework tasks is clear, neat and joined.  
English: Our class book during Spring 1 is a fiction book called Arthur and the Golden 
Rope by Joe Todd-Stanton. This text will give the pupils opportunities to write for 
fictional purposes. In Spring 1, we will be reading One Plastic Bag by Miranda Paul. This 
is a true story which has some links to our Geography Unit.  This text will allow children 
to practise writing for both fictional and non-fictional purposes.  
Please make sure children do not read these books independently at home.  
Library: The children will visit the library once per week and will be able to loan one 
book. 4H will visit the library on a Monday and 4C will visit the library on a Tuesday. 
Maths: This term the children will learn about fractions with a focus on equivalent 
fractions, ordering and comparing fractions and developing an understanding of adding 
& subtracting fractions. They will also learn to tell the time. Please encourage your child 
to regularly practise their multiplication facts using paper and pen and mental 
strategies too.  
Mental Maths: Every Friday the children will be tested on their multiplication facts 
focusing to begin with on consolidating the multiplication facts they are currently 
working on before moving on to being tested on all tables 2-12. This will be in 
preparation for a multiplication test that will be carried out in the Summer Term. 
 

 
 

Science: In Spring 1, we will be looking at Living Things and their Habitats. We explore 
the characteristics of living things and how they can be grouped based on their features 
and characteristics. We will look at how we can identify and name a variety of living 
things using classification keys. Further, we will study habitats and consider how living 
things are suited to live in these environments. In Spring 2 we will be learning about 
Animals Including Humans with a focus on the digestive system where we will start 
from the teeth and work through the different organs that play a vital part in the 
digestive process. 
 
Computing: In Computing the children will be learning about animation and will use 
software called stop motion. The children will investigate how animation works and 
experiment with it before creating their own animations on a given topic. 
 
History & Geography: In Spring 1, we will be learning out about The Benin Kingdom. We 
will discuss where the the Benin Kingdom was, the the main events that occurred 
during that era and talk about the leaders of the Kingdom. In Spring 2, we will be 
learning about Rainforests. We will locate major rainforests and describe the features 
of rainforests before beginning to think about why rainforests are important and the 
impact that humans can have on rainforests. This will relate specifically to Palm Oil. We 
will also discuss what we can do to impact positively on rainforests. 
 
DT: We will be learning about nutrition. The children will practise their cooking skills, 
which will include following a recipe to cook a healthy and nutritious meal.   
 
RE: We will learn about the faith Hinduism where our focus will be around how Hindus 
worship. We’ll be looking at why Hindus have many images of Gods, why the Aum 
symbol is important and how and where they worship. 
 
PE: PE days in 4H are on Mondays and Tuesdays. PE days in 4C are on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Your child will be expected to wear their PE kit to school on these days. In 
Spring 1, children will focus on netball and dance. In Spring 2 children will focus on 
problem solving and futsal. 
 
MFL: French lessons will continue to take place on a Fridays.  
 
Music: In music lessons the children will continue to play the recorder, whilst practising 
reading music notation as well as consolidating their note playing. 
 


