
  St John’s Walham Green C of E Primary School 

Year Group: 5    Term: Autumn    Class Teacher: Miss Scott and Mr Lord   

History and Geography topics this term are Ancient Greece and Maps of Europe  

 

 

 

Reading: It is important for your child to read every evening for 30 minutes. Your child 
should be reading a range of texts including stories, poetry, newspapers, instructions 
as well as science books etc. We encourage you to ask questions about what they’re 
reading as much as possible to ensure they have understood it. The children should 
complete 3 reading challenges a week (front of planner) which will further their 
understanding. The children’s reading records will be checked daily, so they are 
expected to bring their diaries in every day. Pupils on reading stages under 15 should 
be reading out loud to an adult at home.  Children are always allowed to choose 
books from the classroom or school library.  
Homework: This year, the homework folder will go home on Mondays with spelling 
and maths activities. They will both be due on Fridays. The pupils must fill out the 
spelling sheet each week. It is important for them to understand the definitions, so it 
is essential for them to have a dictionary and a thesaurus available. They should then 
use the lined paper provided to write the words in extended and meaningful 
sentences. This year, we are also sending home a ‘reading scrapbook’. This is optional 
but your child can make a creative book review of a book they have read for pleasure. 
Maths: This term we will be working our way through many different concepts: place 
value – comparing/ordering, partitioning and rounding numbers correctly; problem 
solving using subtraction and addition; graphs and timetables; multiplication and 
division and perimeter and area.  All children should know all of their times tables and 
should be able to check the answers by using the inverse calculation. The children will 
have a weekly times table test on a Friday. Your child has a Times Tables Rockstars 
login in their planner should you wish to practise further at home.  
English:  In literacy, we will begin our teaching with ‘Floodland’ and will focus on 
character description, prediction and rewriting a chapter. After half term, we will 
begin reading ‘The Adventures of Odysseus’ which will focus mainly on narrative 
writing, debates and persuasive speech. It is important that children do NOT read 
these books at home as our planning depends on it.   
Science: Our Autumn topic in Science is ‘Properties and Changes of Materials’. We will 
look into various materials, their everyday uses and properties and how they could be 
grouped. We will also look at how materials can form to make substances and how 
they may be separated. Our topic will involve a number of experiments which the 
children will need to plan and evaluate.  

 

Computing: The children will learn how to set up personal blogs within 
the school network and use logo to create patterns. In addition to this, 
the children will talk about e-Safety every lesson to remind them of 
how important safety on the internet is. The children will also be 
introduced to Excel. 
Art/DT: This term, the children will be learning about tints, shades and 
tones of colours.  After half term, they will also design and create a 
Greek pot using papier mache that includes intricate patterns and 
textures. 
History/ Geography: Our first topic is map skills (Europe). We will focus 
on Europe in order to prepare for our upcoming units of WW1 and 
International Relations (Spring term). We will then proceed to Ancient 
Greece. We will be looking at important historical events, 
interpretations and different points of view, origins of democracy and 
philosophy as well as the origins of the Olympics. We encourage 
children to use Oddizzi for extra Geography tasks. 
PSHE:  We use a scheme called ‘Jigsaw’. Our Autumn Units are ‘Being 
Me in my World’ and ‘Celebrating Difference’.  
PE: Our PE lessons will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 5S will start with 
swimming on a Tuesday and after half term, 5L will go swimming.   
RE: This term we will be learning about the miracles of Jesus. We will 
also be learning about Christmas through Music and Art. 
Music: Mr Wolstenholme is our new music teacher and we are looking 
forward to learning with him. Our music lessons are on Tuesdays. Mr 
Wolstenholme will also be running weekly singing assemblies and will 
soon start additional clubs. 
French: Children will have French on a Friday with Mrs Hassoun.  
 
 
Class Teachers:   Miss Scott and Mr Lord 
Support Staff:   Mrs Johnson, Miss Deasy and Mrs Baxter 
Head of School:   Ms Wightwick 
                        
 


